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be). From what has been said above it follows that
conversion signifies also a transition to another attitude,
It is further clear whence the impelling motive towards
conversion arises, and how far Tertulliun was ri^ht in
conceiving the soul as "naturalitcr Christiana." The
natural, instinctive course, like everything in nature,
follows the principle of least resistance. One num ia
rather more gifted here, another there; or, again, adapta-
tion to the early environment of childhood may demand
either relatively more restraint and reflection or relatively
more sympathy and participation, according to the nature
of the parents and other circumstances. Thereby a rcrUun
preferential attitude is automatically moulded, which results
in different types, In so far then as every man, ns a
relatively stable being, possesses all the basic psychological
functions, it would be a psychological necessity with a virw
to perfect adaptation that he should also employ them in
equal measure. For there must be a reason why thares
are different ways of psychological adaptation: evidently
one alone is not sufficient, since the object seems to he
only partially comprehended when, for example, it Li
either merely thought or merely felt Through n one-
sided (typical) attitude there remains a deficit in the
resulting psychological adaptation, which accumulates
during the course of life; from this deficiency a derange-
ment of adaptation develops, which forces the subject
towards a compensation. But the compensation can he
obtained only by means of amputation (sacrifice) of the
hitherto one-sided attitude, Thereby a temporary heaping
up of energy results and an overflow into channels hitherto
not consciously used though already existing unconsciounly,
The adaptation deficit, which is the causa effidens of the
process of conversion, becomes subjectively perceived an
a vague sense of dissatisfaction. Such an atmosphere
prevailed at the turning-point of our era, A quite